Hailing from an Iberian family, R. David Pardo moved to Jerusalem in 1780 after serving for decades in several communities in the Balkans. R. Pardo distinguished himself by a unique focus on the literature of the period of the Tannaim, that is, the period until the end of the second century of the Common Era.
 
———
 
Rabbi David Shmuel ben Yaakov Pardo (1718-1790) was a prominent rabbi, prolific author, and liturgical poet. He was born in Venice, Italy, where his father served as the leading rabbi, but his family originated from Dubrovnik, present-day Croatia.
 
R. David Pardo was likely the most distinguished and productive member of this family of Iberian descent, which had supplied rabbis to the Sephardic world for generations. They served in cities like Amsterdam, Belgrade, Dubrovnik, Jerusalem, Salonica, Sarajevo, Split, and Venice.
 
In his youth, R. Pardo traveled to Sarajevo to study under R. Abraham David Papo. After completing his studies, he left for Dubrovnik. In 1760, R. Pardo was appointed rabbi of Sarajevo, where he lived for several years and devoted himself to writing and publishing various works. 
 
From Sarajevo, he moved to Split, where R. Abraham David Papo hired him to teach at the local yeshiva. Following the death of R. Yitzchak Tzedakah, R. Papo's successor, R. Pardo, was chosen as the chief rabbi of Split. His notable students included R. Shabbatai Ventura, who succeeded him as rabbi of Split, R. David Pinto, and R. Abraham Curiel. R. Pardo later served the community in Belgrade, though likely in an unofficial capacity, before returning to Sarajevo around 1764.
 
Around 1780, R. Pardo relocated to the Land of Israel, settling in Jerusalem. In 1781, the Sarajevo community approved a pension to support his stay in the Holy Land. In Jerusalem, he became head of the Yeshiva Chesed LeAvraham UBinyan Shlomo and was considered the greatest rabbi of his time in the city.
 
R. Pardo passed away in Jerusalem in 1790 and was buried on the Mount of Olives.
 
One distinctive aspect of R. Pardo's scholarship was his focus on Tannaitic Rabbinic literature, following the Italian tradition. This approach emphasizes studying each classical work individually, reflecting the methods of the yeshivas in the Land of Israel. This is in contrast to the broader Sephardic and Ashkenazic emphasis on the Talmud and its quoted texts, as was customary in the yeshivas of Babylon.
 
R. Pardo's significant works include "Shoshanim LeDavid," a commentary on the Mishnah, and "Chasdei David," a commentary on the Tosefta. "Sifre deBeRab," which he began in 1786 and was published posthumously by his son Abraham, is regarded as the most important commentary on the Sifre. "Michtam le-David" compiles his numerous halakhic decisions and responsa. In "Maskil LeDavid," he provided a supercommentary on Rashi's biblical commentary. "LaMenatzeach LeDavid" is a work in which he explains Talmudic passages with alternative interpretations. Lastly, "Mizmor LeDavid" contains notes on the Perot Ginnosar of R. Chizekiyah da Silva (1659-1698) and R. Chaim ibn Attar (1696-1743) on Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer.
 
R. Pardo’s liturgical poems and prayers are included in Sephardi daily and festival prayer books, notably his arrangement of the Avodah for Yom Kippur, which was incorporated into the Sephardi rite.
 
R. Pardo had three known sons. R. Yaakov Pardo became the chief rabbi of Dubrovnik and later died in Jerusalem. R. Yitzchak Pardo succeeded his father as rabbi of Sarajevo. R. Abraham Pardo, who moved to the Land of Israel with his father, married the daughter of R. Chaim Yosef David Azulai (1724-1806), the CHIDA, and became head of the Yeshiva Chesed le-Abraham u-Binyan Shlomo after his father-in-law’s death. His daughter married R. Abraham Pinto.

